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MAILING LABEL HERE 

Police warn 

of identity 

theft ring 
 

By Sarah Trafton 

Columbia-Greene Media 

 

GREENE COUNTYˈA recent string 

of car break-ins in Greene County might 

be connected to a nationwide burglary 

ring known as the Felony Lane Gang, 

law enforcement officials said.  

Two break-ins occurred July 31 

outside Sweat Exercise Studio in 

Catskill, followed by two more on Aug. 

24 near the Greene County YMCA in 

Coxsackie. 

The Felony Lane Gang is believed to 

be a white-collar crime ring of about 

100 people known for identity theft, 

according to an FBI website post. 

An alleged member of the Felony 

Lane Gang was recently arrested in 

Ulster County. 

The group is known for smashing the 

windows of parked cars, stealing purses 

and using the victimsô personal 

identification and banking information 

to access their accounts, according to 

the Saugerties Police Department. 

ñWe think there is a connection [with 

the gang],ò Catskill Police Chief David 

Darling said. ñIt is still under 

investigation so I canôt confirm or deny 

that there is a connection.ò  

There was no security camera footage 

of the break-ins, Darling said, adding 

that state police are working on the 

investigation.  

Leslie LeFleur is one of the victims in 

Catskill.  

After an hour-long Zumba class, 

students took a brief break before the 

half-hour toning session began, LeFleur 

said. ñA lady that was not staying came 

running back because her car had been 

broken into,ò she said. At that point, the 

rest of the students went out to check 

their vehicles.  

ñMy driverôs side window was 

smashed,ò LeFleur said. The burglar 

took LeFleurôs bag from the passenger 

seat.  

ñMy bag was just a gym bag,ò she 

said. ñThey didnôt get much.ò  

LeFleur tried to make light of the 

situation in hindsight. ñThe jerks got my 

favorite bra,ò she said.  

The person also injured himself in the 

process, LeFleur said. ñThere was nasty 

blood on the console, which an officer 

was nice enough to clean up,ò she said.  

LeFleur said she thinks karma was on 

her side.  

ñThey got nothing of value and hurt 

themselves in the process,ò she said. ñIt 

serves them right.ò  

For LeFleur, the break-in was an 

annoyance. ñThere was glass throughout 

the entire car,ò she said. ñIt took hours 

to thoroughly vacuum out.ò  

LeFleur said she hopes her story will 

make people, especially women, more 

aware and vigilant.  

ñPeople think things like that wonôt 

happen to them, especially not in broad 

daylight,ò LeFleur said.  

Wendy Casalino was teaching the 

class that day.  

The second victim had the rear 

window of her vehicle broken and her 

purse was stolen from the floor of the 

backseat, Casalino said.  

ñOne of her credit cards was used in 

Westchester and the FBI contacted her,ò 

Casalino said. ñShe thought it was a 

joke.ò  

The woman, who Casalino declined to 

identify, was able to track the location 

of her phone.  

The phone was located in Catskill on 

Allen Street, Casalino said.  

ñThey probably tossed it,ò she said.  

PiYo teacher Melissa Donovan had a 

similar experience Aug. 24 when one of 

her students had their vehicle broken 

into in front of the Greene County 

YMCA, she said. A second vehicle at 

the rear of the building was also 

burglarized.  

By Sarah Trafton 
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ALBANY ð A local nurse pleaded 

guilty last week to a series of charges in 

connection with illegally distributing 

opioids while on the job.  

Sarah Brown, 42, of Acra, admitted to 

conspiring to distribute controlled sub-

stances, health care fraud, aggravated 

identity theft and obstruction of justice. 

As part of her guilty plea, Brown, a 

former registered nurse, admitted that 

between 2015 and 2017, she worked 

with a co-conspirator, Dr. Myra Mabry, 

to obtain prescriptions for oxycodone, 

morphine and hydromorphone for no 

legitimate medical purpose by imper-

sonating Mabryôs patients at pharma-

cies, knowing that health care benefit 

programs would pay the cost of the 

drugs, according to U.S. Attorney Grant 

C. Jaquith.  

ñBrown also admitted that she at-

tempted to obstruct a federal investiga-

tion by testifying falsely before a federal 

grand jury that she was blackmailing 

Mabry into providing the prescriptions,ò 

Jaquith said. 

Mabry told her girlfriend, Brown, to 

tell the grand jury that she was black-

mailing Mabry by threatening to expose 

their romantic relationship to Mabryôs 

husband and employer if she did not 

provide her with prescriptions for the 

controlled substances and Mabry would 

pay her for the false testimony, accord-

ing to court papers. 

Mabry was not the subject of an ex-

tortion scheme, and was a willing mem-

ber of the conspiracy to distribute 

opioids for no legitimate medical pur-

pose, Jaquith said. 

ñBrown admitted that Mabry agreed 

to pay Brown for the false testimony in 

the hope of minimizing Mabryôs crimi-

nal exposure and keeping her medical 

license,ò Jaquith said.  

Brown took the plea deal in exchange 

for her testimony against Mabry, ac-

cording to court papers. 

In a telephone call between Mabry 

and Brown recorded by U.S. Drug En-

forcement Administration agents, Mabry 

admitted to hatching the plan to try to 

fool the grand jury, according to court 

papers. 

Mabry, 50, of Catskill, pleaded guilty 

to illegal distribution of opioids, health 

care fraud and obstruction of justice in 

August and faces up to 20 years.  

Acra nurse 

could get 

20 years 

for fraud 

Student test results are mixed 
By Melanie Lekocevic 

Capital Region Independent Media 

 

GREENVILLEðMath and English 

language test results have been released 

for grades 3-8, and the results are mixed.  

The Greenville district saw a decline in 

its test results, while Cairo-Durham 

experienced an increase this testing 

period compared to last yearôs. 

The state Education Department 

recently the results of testing of students 

in grades 3-8 in schools statewide. In 

several districts in Greene County, 

scoring was below the state average for 

students testing at proficient levels, 

scoring a 3 or 4 on state standardized 

tests in math and English. No district in 

the county reached the 50% mark for 

students scoring at proficient levels. 

Statewide, in English language arts, 

45.4% of all test takers in grades 3-8 

scored at the proficient level, which 

represents a 0.2% increase over last year. 

Math test results rose a bit more ð a 

2.2% increase, from 44.5% in 2018 to 

46.7% in 2019. 

Nearly 1 million students in grades 3-8 

took the test this year. 

ñDuring my tenure with the New York 

State Education Department, Iôm proud 

of the progress we have made in terms of 

reducing gaps in student achievement,ò 

State Educat ion Commiss ioner 

MaryEllen Elia said. ñAs Iôve 

consistently said, assessments are a part 

of the larger picture that we look at when 

By Melanie Lekocevic 
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GREENVILLE ð Get 

ready for one of 

Greenvilleôs biggest 

bashes of the year ð the 

annual Greenville Day. 

For two days at the end 

of this month, the com-

munity will turn out for a 

two-day celebration of all 

things Greenville. 

ñGreenville Day this 

year will be Friday the 

27th of September and all 

day Saturday, the 28th,ò 

said Town Supervisor 

Paul Macko at the August 

meeting of the town coun-

cil. ñThere is a lot going 

on this year.ò 

This is the 10th annual 

Greenville Day. Most of 

the events will take place 

at Vanderbilt Park off 

Route 32. 

ñFriday night there will 

be, from 4-7, free carnival 

rides for the kids, and free 

hot dogs for all the kids,ò 

Macko said. ñSaturday 

there are pend ing 

Greenville Central School 

District school activities. 

We are also doing the 

townwide yard sale on 

Friday, Saturday and Sun-

day.ò 

The library will hold a 

book sale, and the sher-

iffôs department will do a 

K-9 demonstration in the 

park, Macko added.  

Pony rides and a petting 

zoo will also be offered 

Saturday, along with 

other activities around the 

community, including 

craft sales, a farmers mar-

ket, and a nonprofit and 

business expo under the 

big tent at the park.  

There will even be 

ñBark in the Park,ò a cos-

tume contest especially 

for your furry canine 

friends. Judges will be on 

hand to pick the top dog. 

Pooches arenôt the only 

ones in for a good time ð 

their humans can also don 

a costume. 

Trophies will be 

awarded for ñBest 

Dressed Dogò and ñBest 

Dog/Human Costume.ò 

The free carnival rides 

will be back in the park 

on Saturday, and there 

will also be food trucks, 

live music, an auction 

appraisal and cookie    

Firefighters celebrate 131 years 

The Greenville Volunteer Fire Company Auxiliary marches in the dress parade at the 131st 
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the full story, see page 3. 

A time to celebrate all things Greenville 

Early voting begins October 26 in Greene County 

By Melanie Lekocevic 

Capital Region Independent Media 

 

CATSKILLˈThe state has given $10 

million to county governments to imple-

ment early voting beginning this year. 

The state Board of Elections is distrib-

uting $15,000 to each county for every 

early polling site. The funding allocation 

was approved by the New York State 

Division of Budget. 

Greene County will have one early 

voting site and will be given an addi-

tional $15,000 by the state.  

Beginning this year, voters will be able 

to head to the polls early at the county 

building, 411 Main St., Catskill. 

ñThis is to encourage voting,ò Greene 

County Administrator Shaun Groden 

said. ñIf you open it up to more than 6 

a.m. to 9 p.m. on Election Day, will 

more people vote? If you donôt vote at 

all, then will early voting help you? I 

think that remains to be seen because 

people who respect voting are already 

voting, and I have to wonder if the addi-

tional time will increase the number of 

See TEST, page 19 
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